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2SHB 2731 - S COW AMD
By Commttee on Ways & Means

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that children who
participate in high quality preschool prograns have inproved
educational and life outcones and are nore likely to graduate from high
school and pursue higher education, experience successful enploynent
opportunities, and have increased earnings. Therefore, the | egislature
intends to create an entitlenment to a program of early learning to
protect the current l|evels of funding for conprehensive preschool
prograns for three and four-year old children beginning Septenber 1,
2011.

The legislature also finds that the state early chil dhood educati on
and assi stance programwas established to help children froml owincone
famlies be prepared for kindergarten, and that the programhas been a
successful nodel for achieving that goal. Therefore, the |legislature
intends that inplenenting a program of wearly learning shall be
acconpl i shed by using the programstandards and eligibility criteriain
the early chil dhood educati on and assi stance program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A newsectionis added to chapter 43.215 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) An early learning programis established, beginning Septenber
1, 2011, to provide preschool opportunities for children three and four
years of age. The program shall be inplenented by using the program
standards and eligibility criteria in the early chil dhood education and
assi stance program under RCW43.215.405. Participation in the program
is voluntary. On a space-available basis, the program nmay allow
enrol | ment of children who are not otherwi se eligible by assessing a
fee.
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(2)(a) The program shall be inplenented in phases, with the goa
that full inplenentation be achieved in the 2017-18 school year.

(b) For an initial phase of an early l|learning program in school
years 2011-12 and 2012-13, the nunber of slots for the early |earning
program shall not be | ess than the nunber of slots for three and four-
year old children served in conprehensive preschool prograns during the
2009- 2011 bi enni um

(c) Funding shall continue to be phased in increnentally each year
until full statew de inplenentation of the early learning programis
achi eved.

(3) By Decenber 1, 2010, the departnent shall report to the
gover nor and the appropriate commttees of | egislature wth
recommendati ons for:

(a) Inplenenting an early | earning program and

(b) Renam ng the early chil dhood educati on and assi stance program
to reflect the new early | earning program

(4) Begi nning Decenber 1, 2012, the departnent of early | earning
and the office of financial nmanagenent shall annually review the
casel oad forecasts for the early learning program and report to the
governor and the appropriate commttees of the legislature wth
recommendati ons for phasing in additional funding to achieve the goal
of full statew de inplenentation.

Sec. 3. RCW43.215.405 and 2006 c 265 s 210 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in
this section apply throughout RCW 43.215.400 through 43.215.450 and
43. 215. 900 t hrough 43. 215. 903.

(1) "Advisory commttee" neans the advisory conmttee under RCW
43. 215. 420.

(2) "Departnment” means the departnment of early | earning.

(3) "Eligible child" neans a child at | east three years of age and
not eligible for kindergarten whose famly inconme is at or bel ow one
hundred ten percent of the federal poverty |evel, as published annually
by the federal department of health and human services, and includes a
child whose famly is eligible for public assistance, and who is not a
participant in a federal or state program providing conprehensive
services and may include children who are eligible under rul es adopted
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by the departnent if the nunber of such children equals not nore than
ten percent of the total enrollnent in the early chil dhood program
Priority for enrollnment shall be given to children from famlies with
the | owest inconme, children in foster care, or to eligible children
fromfamlies with multiple needs.

(4) "Approved prograns” neans those state-supported education and
speci al assi stance prograns which are recogni zed by the departnent as
meeting the m ni mum programrul es adopted by the departnent to qualify
under RCW 43.215.400 through 43.215.450 and 43.215.900 through
43. 215.903 and are designated as eligible for funding by the departnent
under RCW43. 215. 430 and 43. 215. 440.

(5) "Conprehensive" neans an assi stance programthat focuses on the
needs of the child and includes education, health, and fam |y support
servi ces.

(6) "Famly support services" neans providing opportunities for
parents to:

(a) Actively participate in their child' s early chil dhood program

(b) Increase their know edge of child devel opnent and parenting
skills;

(c) Further their education and training;

(d) Increase their ability to use needed services in the community;

(e) Increase their self-reliance.

Sec. 4. RCW43.215.425 and 1994 ¢ 166 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnent shall adopt rules under chapter 34.05 RCW for the
adm nistration of the wearly childhood program Approved early
chi | dhood progranms shall conduct needs assessnents of their service
area, identify any targeted groups of children, to include but not be
limted to children of seasonal and mgrant farmwrkers and native
Anerican popul ations living either on or off reservation, and provide
to the departnment a service delivery plan, to the extent practicable,
t hat addresses these targeted popul ati ons.

The departnment in developing rules for the early chil dhood program
shall consult with the advisory commttee, and shall consider such
factors as coordination with existing head start and other early
chil dhood prograns, the ©preparation necessary for instructors,
qualifications of instructors, adequate space and equi pnent, ((and))
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speci al transportation needs, and technical assistance to providers.
The rules shall specifically require the early chil dhood progranms to
provide for parental involvenent in participation with their child's
program in |ocal program policy decisions, in devel opnent and revision
of service delivery systens, and in parent education and training. The
rules shall include a nethod for allow ng, on a space-avail able basis,
enrollnment of children_who are_not_ otherwise eligible by assessing
f ees.

Sec. 5. RCW43.215.020 and 2007 ¢ 394 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The department of early learning is created as an executive
branch agency. The departnment is vested with all powers and duties
transferred to it under this chapter and such other powers and duties
as may be authorized by | aw.

(2) The primary duties of the departnent are to inplenment state
early learning policy and to coordinate, consolidate, and integrate
child care and early learning prograns in order to adm nister prograns
and funding as efficiently as possible. The departnent's duties
i nclude, but are not limted to, the follow ng:

(a) To support both public and private sectors toward a
conprehensi ve and col |l aborative systemof early learning that serves
parents, children, and providers and to encourage best practices in
child care and early | earning prograns;

(b) To make early learning resources available to parents and
caregi vers;

(c) To carry out activities, including providing clear and easily
accessi ble information about quality and inproving the quality of early
| earning opportunities for young children, in cooperation with the
nongover nnental private-public partnership;

(d) To admi nister child care and early |earning prograrns;

(e) To standardize internal financial audits, oversight visits
performance benchmarks, and licensing criteria, so that progranms can
function in an integrated fashion;

(f) To support the inplenentation of the nongovernnental private-
public partnership and cooperate with that partnership in pursuing its
goal s including providing data and support necessary for the successful
wor k of the partnership;
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(g) To work cooperatively and in coordination with the early
| earni ng council;

(h) To collaborate with the K-12 school system at the state and
| ocal levels to ensure appropriate connections and snooth transitions
between early learning, including an early | earning programestablished
in section 2 of this act, and K-12 prograns; ((and))

(i) To develop and inplenent an early |earning program established

in section 2 of this act; and

(J) Upon the devel opnent of an early learning information system
to make available to parents tinely inspection and |icensing action
i nformation through the internet and ot her neans.

(3) The departnent's prograns shall be designed in a way that
respects and preserves the ability of parents and | egal guardians to
direct the education, devel opnent, and upbringing of their children.
The departnment shall include parents and legal guardians in the
devel opnent of policies and programdecisions affecting their children.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 28A 320
RCWto read as foll ows:

For an early |l earning programestablished in section 2 of this act,
school districts:

(1) Shall work cooperatively with program providers to coordinate
the transition from preschool to kindergarten so that children and
their famlies are well -prepared and supported; and

(2) May contract with the departnent of early learning to deliver
servi ces under the program™

2SHB 2731 - S COW AMD
By Commttee on Ways & Means

On page 1, line 1l of the title, after "for" strike the renmai nder of
the title and insert "children; anending RCW43.215. 405, 43.215.425,
and 43. 215. 020; adding a new section to chapter 43.215 RCW adding a
new section to chapter 28A. 320 RCW and creating a new section."”
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